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Speakers biographies  

 

Dr William Barras, Lecturer in Linguistics, University of Aberdeen 

Dr William Barras completed a PhD in Linguistics and English Language at the University of Edinburgh 

in 2011. His thesis focused on the sociophonology of rhoticity and r-sandhi in East Lancashire; 

essentially this involves the distribution and social significance of the ‘r’ sound in different accents. 

He has postdoctoral research experience as a Research Associate at the University of Manchester on 

the Leverhulme-funded project Regional Identity and the Indexical Field and as a Research Assistant 

at the University of Aberdeen on the Fisherspeak project, which investigated vocabulary loss in 

Scottish fishing towns. Lexical Variation and Attrition in the Scottish Fishing Communities, written 

with Robert McColl Millar and Lisa Bonnici, was published in 2014 by Edinburgh University Press and 

was shortlisted for the Saltire Society Literary Awards 2014. 

 

Prof. Deborah Bowman, Professor of Bioethics, Clinical Ethics and Medical Law, Institute of 

Medical and Biomedical Education, University of London   

Deborah Bowman is Professor of Bioethics, Clinical Ethics and Medical Law and Dean of Students at 

St. George's, University of London where she has worked since 1999. Prof. Bowman’s background is 

in law and philosophy. Her academic interests concern the role of emotion in ethical decision-

making, moral distress, public involvement in ethical debate and therapeutic relationships. Prof. 

Bowman has written and published extensively, both in the academic and popular press. She has 

worked with a range of national organisations and she has participated in many international 

projects. 

 

Helen Burrows, MBASW, Independent Social Work Education Consultant 

Helen Burrows was until recently a Senior Lecturer in Social Work and Professional Practice at 

Nottingham Trent University.   Her practice experience since 1993 spanned Adult and Children’s 

Services, with a focus on Child Protection since qualifying in 1998.  She has particular interests in 

evidence-informed practice, parental mental health, strategies for addressing domestic violence, 

and service user participation.  Her research interests focus on the pedagogy  of Social Work 

Education, particularly strategies for improving the effectiveness of Continuing Professional 

Development; her publications and conference presentations include work on social work service 

evaluation, e-learning, and practitioner resilience.  She is currently updating her practice currency 

through working as an independent Practice Educator with local authorities and voluntary sector 

social work agencies." 

 

 



Dr Philippa Byrne, British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow, Faculty of History, University of Oxford 

In 2014, Philippa completed a DPhil in medieval history at the University of Oxford, examining the 

relationship between law and theology in twelfth- and thirteenth-century England. Philippa now 

works on cross-cultural exchange between Islamic, Greek and Latin thought in the twelfth-century 

Kingdom of Sicily. 

 

Prof. Carenza Lewis and Clemency Cooper MA MSc, PASt Explorers Outreach Officer, Portable 

Antiquities Scheme, The British Museum 

Carenza Lewis MA ScD FSA FHEA is Professor of Public Understanding of Research in the College of 

Arts at the University of Lincoln, having previously been director of Access Cambridge Archaeology at 

the University of Cambridge (2005-15), presenter on Channel 4’s Time Team (1993-2005), research 

fellow at the University of Birmingham (1992-4) and archaeological investigator for the Royal 

Commission on the Historical Monuments of England (1986-99).  Professor Lewis has directed 

numerous community heritage projects including fieldwork and excavation on many sites across 

southern England, set up Access Cambridge Archaeology, devised the successful aspiration-raising 

Higher Education Field Academy (HEFA) for teenagers and directed the Cambridge Community 

Heritage programme. Her research interests include medieval archaeology and history, rural 

settlements and landscapes, the archaeology of children and childhood, heritage broadcasting, 

widening participation in higher education and public and community heritage.  Her work has been 

recognised by an honorary doctorate from UEA and shortlisting for the Marsh Award for Public 

Archaeology. She has listened to the Archers when possible since the early 1980s. 

Clemency is the Outreach Officer for the Heritage Lottery Funded PASt Explorers project to recruit 

and train volunteers from local communities to increase the capacity of the British Museum's 

Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) to record archaeological finds made by members of the public, 

and promote the activities of the Scheme to new audiences. She has an undergraduate degree in 

Geography from the University of Cambridge and a Master's degree in Applied Landscape 

Archaeology from the University of Oxford. Before joining PAS, she was the Administrator for the 

University of Cambridge's archaeological outreach unit, Access Cambridge Archaeology (ACA), where 

she supported the organisation and running of their widening participation and outreach activities in 

East Anglia for five years. 

 

Prof Neil Mansfield, Professor of Design Engineering and Human Factors, Imperial College London 

and Visiting Professor of Human Factors Engineering, Loughborough Design School, and Dr Lauren 

Morgan, University of Oxford 

Neil Mansfield is Professor of Design Engineering and Human Factors in the Dyson School of Design 

Engineering. He teaches on the Design Engineering programmes at Imperial College and the Royal 

College of Art. He has been a researcher in the field of ergonomics / human factors since the 1990s, 

with work focusing on the design of vehicles for their occupants. He has a particular interest in 

designing for optimal comfort and performance, understanding the needs and capabilities of vehicle 

occupants from those working at the limits of performance in mining and agricultural applications, 



to older drivers where the limits of performance might be in the process of decline. He has worked 

with many global organisations including Caterpillar, and Nissan in addition to government bodies.  

Prior to joining Imperial College he was Professor of Human Factors Engineering at Loughborough 

Design School, Loughborough University and Associate Dean for Research. He has also worked in the 

automotive industry, and spent some time working in Sweden primarily with the forestry industry. 

He maintains many international links particularly with research organisations in Japan. Neil has 

authored approximately 80 Journal papers and is editor of the Journal Ergonomics. 

Lauren Morgan is Honorary Lecturer at the John Radcliffe Hospital, University of Oxford. She is a 

specialist in Human Factors Research and has worked closely with surgical teams to maximise 

performance and reliability. She completed her PhD at the Environmental Ergonomics Research 

Centre, Loughborough University where she sought to understand the risks for back pain amongst 

agricultural workers, considering the stressors from twisted postures, vibration and shocks, long 

working hours and seating design. She has extensive experience of working in the agricultural 

industry with a particular interest in sheep farming.   

 

Dr Peter Matthews, Lecturer in Social Policy, University of Stirling  

Dr Peter Matthews is a Lecturer in Social Policy at the University of Stirling. His research focuses on 

urban policy, housing and planning and the way service provision intersect with social inequalities. 

 

Jo Moriarty, Senior Research Fellow, King's College London 

Jo Moriarty is a Senior Research Fellow in the Social Care Workforce Research Unit at King’s College 

London.  Her research interests include support for family carers, ageing, ethnicity, workforce 

recruitment and retention, and service user involvement.  She is currently working on a variety of 

projects including the Longitudinal Care Work Study and an evaluation of the Signs of Safety 

approach in children and family social work. She has been the Innovative Practice Editor of the 

international journal Dementia since it started publication in 2002. She is also a Fellow of the NIHR 

School for Social Care Research and blogs regularly for the Social Care Elf.  She tweets at 

@aspirantdiva because somebody had already taken the twitter handle jomoriarty. 

 

Abi Pattenden 

Abi studied for an MA in Staging Shakespeare at Exeter University. Key areas of interest were the 

representations of gender, and the hierarchy of male friendship and romantic love in Shakespearean 

comedy; structuralist analysis of Shakespearean texts; the 'disposal' of women through marriage and 

death in the Shakespearean canon; and contemporary Shakespearean stage and play structuring 

techniques. Abi commenced a PhD but decided to take an extended break from academia and is 

currently running a successful business. She maintains a strong interest in Shakespearean theatre 

and the Elizabethan/Jacobean stage.  

  



Christopher Perkins, Reader in Geography and Programme Director Geography with International 

Study, School of Environment Education and Development, University of Manchester 

Chris Perkins is Reader in Geography at the University of Manchester, where he has taught since 

1998, having previously run the University’s map libraries. His research interests lie at the interface 

between mapping technologies and social and cultural practices, with ongoing research into 

performative aspects of contemporary mapping behaviour, an interest in sensory mapping, and an 

emerging interest in play. Chris was Chair of the International Cartographic Association Maps and 

Society Research Commission from  2007-2015 and is author of numerous single and co-authored 

books and academic articles. He has listened to the Archers for the last 45 years. 

 

Dr Katherine Runswick-Cole, Senior Research Fellow in Disability Studies & Psychology, 

Manchester Metropolitan University  

Dr Katherine Runswick-Cole is Senior Research Fellow in Disability & Psychology and Deputy Director 

of The Research Centre for Social Change: Community Wellbeing at Manchester Metropolitan 

University.  Katherine locates her work in the field of critical disability studies and she has 

researched and published extensively in this area.  For more information visit: 

http://katherinerunswickcole.com or follow her on Twitter @k_runswick_cole.  

 

Prof Lyn Thomas, Professor of Cultural Studies (part-time), School of Media, Film and Music, 

Sussex University 

Lyn Thomas is part-time Professor of Cultural Studies at the University of Sussex and Emeritus 

Professor of Cultural Studies at London Metropolitan University.  Currently she is working on class 

migrant intellectuals in Britain and France. She is also exploring class migrant identity and white 

femininity through the writing of her memoir Clothes Pegs published at 

http://www.clothespegs.net/  

Her past writings include Annie Ernaux, an introduction to the writer and her audience (Berg, 1999) 

and Annie Ernaux, à la première personne (Stock, 2005). Her second book, Fans, Feminisms and 

‘Quality’ Media (Routledge, 2002) includes chapters on The Archers and Archers fans. She has 

published many chapters and articles on Annie Ernaux; ‘quality’ media; radio soap opera; fan 

cultures; consumerism; and religion and media. She has edited a collection on Religion, 

Consumerism and Sustainability: Paradise Lost? (Palgrave, 2010), and co-edited The Theory and 

Politics of Consuming Differently with Kate Soper and Martin Ryle (Palgrave, 2008). In 2011 she co-

authored a research report: ‘Suspect Communities’? Counter-terrorism policy, the press and the 

impact on Irish and Muslim communities in Britain, with Mary Hickman, Henri Nickels and Sara 

Silvestri. She has co-edited several issues of Feminist Review including Religion and Spirituality, with 

Avtar Brah in 2011. 

 



Dr Samantha Walton, Lecturer in English Literature: Writing and the Environment, Bath Spa 

University 

Dr Walton has research interests in early twentieth century fiction, with particular attention to 

environment and psychology and writing by women. Her book, Guilty But Insane: Mind and Law in 

Golden Age Detective Fiction, was published by Oxford University Press in 2015. 

 


