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What are they?



Thrymsa from Gloucestershire (c.AD 645-60)



Thrymsa from Gloucestershire (c.AD 645-60)



Sceat from Monmouthshire (c. AD 690-710)





Where are they?



Where were they from?



What do we know about Marneys’ 

history?

• Nothing in Domesday Book or 

A&T’s place name discussion

• Only mention is 1557 will of 

‘Thomas Marney of Ambridge’ -

who had two daughters and left 

most of his goods / livestock to 

his brother John (A&T 1982, 53, 

56)

• We can presume the Ambridge 

Marney family name died out 

with Thomas’ death

• We can infer the Marney family 

originally took their name from 

the place where they lived…



So what about that place name?



So what about that place name?

• After the end of the Roman period, there was a kingdom called 

Magonsæte approximating to modern Herefordshire with its 

capital at Kenchester just west of Hereford.

• Only three Magonsæte rulers are known: Merewalh who died in 

685 and was succeeded by his sons Merchhelm and Mildfrith, 

whose dates are not known. 

• Nothing further was recorded about the kingdom or its rulers. It 

was probably absorbed into Mercia early in the eighth century

• So the name Marneys could have originated as “Merewalh’s

settlement on dry ground surrounded by water”

• Those Magonsæte rulers’ dates are the same as the coins!!

A Biographical Dictionary of Dark Age Britain by Ann Williams, Alfred P. Smyth and D. P. Kirby (Seaby 1991)

https://everything2.com/title/Merewalh
https://everything2.com/title/Merchhelm
https://everything2.com/title/Mildfrith


And its archaeology?
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And its archaeology?
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• Base – Village hall (flooding 
Hindringham); The Bull; St Stephen’s

• Accommodation – Ambridge Hall 
(Snell’s)

1. Jennifer and Brian Aldridge (Home 
Farm) 

2. Linda Snell (Ambridge Hall) (too far)

3. Jim Lloyd (Greenacres)
4. Kenton and Jolene Archer (The Bull)
5. Ruth and David Archer (Brookfield 

Farm)
6. Susan and Neil Carter (Ambridge View)
7. Eddie and Clarrie Grundy (Grange Farm 

(owner Caroline Bone and Oliver 
Sterling))

8. Richard Lock (Keeper’s Cottage (owner 
Hazel Woolley)) 

9. Peggy Woolley (The Lodge)
10. Adam Macey & Ian Craig (Honeysuckle 

Cottage)
11. Tony & Pat Archer (Bridge Farm)
12. Carol Tregorran (Glebe Cottage) 
13. Richard and Sabrina Thwaite (Grange 

Spinney) 
14. Cathy Perks (April Cottage)
15. Roy Tucker (Willow Farm? Roy owns 

Willow Cottage (now let to silents)
16. Pit on the Green? (Parish Council)

17. Shula Hebden-Lloyd and Alistair Lloyd (the 
Stables)

18. Bert Fry (Brookfield Farm Bungalow)
19. Hollowtree
20. Alan and Usha Franks (The Vicarage)
21. Caroline Bone and Oliver Sterling  (Grey 

Gables)
22. Lillian Bellamy (The Dower House)
23. Chris and Alice Carter (Home Farm cottage) 

(too far out)
24. Pip Archer (Rickyard Cottage)
25. Helen and Rob Titchener (Blossom Hill 

Cottage)
26. Ed and Emma Grundy (No 1 The Green 

(owned Will Grundy))
27. Will and Nick Grundy (Greenwood Cottage)
28. Village Shop (Hazel Wooley Owner)
29. Kate Archer (Home Farm holiday let)
30. Fallon Rogers and Harrison Burns 

(Woodbine Cottage, owned by Christine 
Barford)

31. Village Hall
32. Cricket field
33. Marneys (part of Brookfield)
34. Churchyard

35 Manorfield Close  (old 
people’s homes. 

36 Sawyers Farm 
(industrial units)

37 Heydon Farm
38 Valley Farm
39 Jean Harvey (Bull Farm 

House)
40 Nightingale Farm
41 Overton Farm
42 Green Farm
43 Red House Farm
44 Ambridge Farm 

(formerly rented by 
Mike and Betty  Tucker)

45 Manor Court
46 Glebelands (Derek and 

Pat Fletcher, Mr and 
Mrs Patterson)

47 Grange Spinney 
(Noakes; Mrs Palmer; 
the Hendricks, the 
Robinsons, the 
McWilliamses, the 
Thompsons and Barry 
Simmonds

48 Bluebell Cottage
49 Meadow Farm
50 Un-named Close west of 

shop
51 Others on the Green

Ambridge test pit sites



Finds!

Ambridge View – Neil and Susan CarterGrange Farm – Eddie and Clarrie  Grundy
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The Brookfield Dig - Finds

What they mean?



The Brookfield Dig - Finds

What they mean?



The Brookfield Dig - Finds

What should they have done?

Eddie’s right!



The Brookfield Dig - Finds

What might be there?



The Ambridge hoard???



The Brookfield Dig - Finds

Where could the story go?
Portable Antiquities

University archaeology courses

Fieldwalking

Numismatics

Nighthawking

Community dig

Over several years

New characters in and out

What they’d find

Who’d organise

Who’d take credit

The new Xmas panto!




